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CONCEPT NOTE: WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 5th JUNE 2018  

BEAT THE PLASTIC POLLUTION 

IF YOU CAN NOT REUSE IT, REFUSE IT  

 

  

Background  

World Environment Day (WED) is an annual event which is widely celebrated on 5th June. The 

WED was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1972 and has grown to 

become the one of the main vehicles through which the UN stimulates worldwide awareness of 

the environment and encourages political attention and action. WED is designed to give a human 

face to environmental issues, empower people to become active agents of sustainable and 

equitable development, promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing 

attitudes towards environmental issues; and advocate partnership which will ensure all nations 

and people enjoy a safer and more prosperous future.  

 WED 2012 Theme  

This year, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) named the World Environment 

Day 2018 theme as   BEAT THE PLASTIC POLLUTION-IF YOU CAN NOT REUSE IT 

REFUSE IT.Under this theme, all stakeholders are invited to take positive steps to reduce plastic 

pollution, enhance energy and resource efficiency, reuse and recycle, engage in an environmental 

activity like greening our schools, offices, neighborhood, waste management, and prevent the 

loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services. At the international level, the host for World 

Environment Day, 5 June 2018, will be the Republic of India.  

 Why celebrate World Environment Day?  

World Environment Day is a day we celebrate the achievements we have made towards 

protecting the environment. WED is a good opportunity to build upon the success made in the 

past at National and International level.  



2 
 

This year, the most important goal of WED is to raise awareness on the serious impacts of 

carrying on with business as usual in terms of economic growth and development without 

environmental considerations. This would compromise achieving sustainable development 

comprised of three pillars namely Economic, Social and Environment.  

Through engaging collective effort of all stakeholders toward the importance of plastic free 

environment,  we will preserve nature, while achieving growth, and encourage sustainable 

development in our country.  

The WED will be also our opportunity to:  

initiatives and encourage for reuse and recycling of materials.  

 

   Raise public awareness on the importance of environmental consideration for sustainable 

development.  

It is difficult to say that we can achieve  transformation of  development onto a sustainable path 

in a single day but  WED 2018 reminds us all those  with influence in government and the 

private sector can – and must – take the necessary steps that will fulfill the promise of the 

sustainability. The global public is watching, and expects nothing less. 

Despite growing global awareness of the dangers of environmental decline – including pollution, 

climate change, biodiversity loss and desertification – progress since the Earth Summit 1992 has 

been too slow.  We will not build a just and equitable world unless we give equal weight to all 

three pillars of sustainable development – social, economic and environmental. To sustainably 

reduce poverty, guarantee food and nutrition security and provide decent employment for 

growing populations, we must make the most intelligent use of our natural capital. 

 


